
 
Volume 45 Issue 5 

September / October 2008 
 

Clinch Valley Baptist Association 
P. O. Box 566 

Gate City, VA 24251 
 

website www.clinchvalleybaptist.org  
 

Dr. Tommy Holtzclaw   
Interim Director of Missions 

 
Jim Johnston, Treasurer 

  
Jerry S. Hall – Moderator 

 
Danny Ward – Vice-Moderator   

Inside this edition 
·  DOM Article – pg. 1 
·  Church News - pgs. 2 – 4 
·  CVBA News – pg. 5 
·  Other News Articles – pg. 6 
·  State Missions – pg. 7  
·  Listing of Churches – pg. 8 

 

 
����
����

���������	�
���
	�������������	�
���
	�������������	�
���
	�������������	�
���
	����� ���
����	��������������������	��������������������	��������������������	����������������� ���
�������
��	��������
��	��������
��	��������
��	���
�
�� ��
�
����
�
����
�
��� ���

 

 
     In partnership with Body and Soul Ministry members of CVBA churches 
recently traveled to Belmopan which is located in Belize, Central America. 
While there they assisted in conducting a Youth Bible School, feeding the 
poor, and preaching in the Hispanic churches in the region.  
     On this trip our team consisted of seventeen people representing ten 
different churches. Of this number there were six ladies and eleven men. 
Sixty-three young people attended the Mission Bible School and twelve of 
those made first-time professions of faith. In addition to the Bible School, one 
of the most moving experiences was sharing Christ’s love as we transported 
rice and beans to the poor people living in the surrounding bush country.  
     Continue to remember the people of this area as you pray. Not only do 
they need to experience the good news of the Gospel, they are in dire need 
of adequate food, shelter, and clothing.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
     We praise the Lord for His wonderful blessings by allowing us to serve 
Him and experience the expansion of His Kingdom. In addition, we would like 
to thank Pastor Larry Browder and the members of Heritage Baptist Church, 
as well as others who prayed and helped make this mission project 
successful. All to God’s glory!  
                                                                                                             In Christ, 
                                                                                        �����������	�
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At Left: 
Mission team members  
and their partners from  

Body and Soul Ministries  
stand in front of their 

accommodations 
in Central America.  

The team was made up of 
various age groups and had a 

wonderful experience. 

At Right: 
In the course of their  
Mission Bible School  

 Pastor Randy Cleek from 
Hilton’s Church leads  

four young boys  
to first-time faith  
in Jesus Christ. 

To God be the glory! 
Great things He hath done!   
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Community Fellowship:  
Pastor John Sheppard … July - August 2008 at Community Fellowship: Sonshine Days, the summer Bible study/recreation program 
for children ended July 15. Children of all ages spent the summer learning about God’s heroes and having summer fun. Several members 
of the youth group did a great job assisting with Sonshine Days all summer. David Scott was ordained to the deacon ministry on July 13. 
Youth and adults participated in World Changers in Anniston, Alabama July 19-26 doing construction projects and witnessing in the 
community. The church was privileged to have Victor Goncharenko, a National Field Officer for Gideon International from St. 
Petersburg, Russia as our special guest on July 20. He and his interpreter brought the morning message during worship. A picnic for 
Scott County Gideons and the church family followed the service. Upward Soccer evaluations were held in July with practice beginning 
in August. The children are keeping our five fields busy with practice three nights each week. WINGS (Women IN God’s Service) are 
working on a church cookbook. Eric and Gaye Ramsey with Tom Cox World Ministries were special guests on August 31. Eric was 
previously with the North American Mission Board, and is an evangelist, author and communications specialist. He delivered the 
morning message and Gaye sang special music. Submitted by Judy McConnell 
 

Darthula:  
Pastor Layton Bentley … We are still working on the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry.  Check the bulletin for the 
things we are collecting each month.  The Yard Sale held for the Shoebox Ministry went well.  Thanks to everyone who brought items 
for the sale.  Everyone had lots of fun at the Homemade Ice Cream Supper held on Aug. 23.  The apple pie ice cream seemed to be a real 
hit.   We are all looking forward to Share The Blessing on Sept. 1.  It's always a day filled with lots of fellowship, food and fun.  Our 
Homecoming will be Sept. 21 and the Buford Quillen Family will be singing for us.  There will be covered-dish dinner after the service 
in the Fellowship Hall.  Our Young At Heart will be going to the Wolfhart Dinner Theater in Wythville on Sept. 27 to see Seven Brides 
for Seven Brothers.  If you are planning on going, please meet near the bank in the Holston Medical parking lot on Stone Dr. Submitted 
by Judy Read 
 
Dungannon: 
Pastor Larry Beavers ... Since the April CVBA Associational Meeting which we hosted, we have been very busy. First, let us say that 
we are very saddened by the death of our former pastor, Kelly Carter.  Many times Pastor Carter said he wanted to preach until he was 
100 years old.  God had other plans.  We miss him and know that his family would appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf.  
We thank God for each of our mothers and our fathers and we recognized them on their respective days in May and in June. On May 
25th, we held our morning worship at Dungannon River Bridge.  During this Memorial Day Service, we paused to remember all the 
veterans and the freedom we have because of their sacrifices. Seven individuals were baptized.  The meal and fellowship we shared 
afterwards complemented the service.  Then, it was time for Outrigger Island VBS.  We shared God’s word, fellowship, snacks, crafts, 
fun and games with an average of 63 children each evening.  Eleven children accepted Christ as their Savior before the week was over.  
Even though rain was falling on the July 4th Mountain Treasure Festival Parade in Dungannon, several members donned their rain gear 
and opened their umbrellas to present our “God Loves the Little Children” float.  We won the Best Decorated Float Award for these 
efforts.  On July 25th and 26th, several teenagers experienced “Temptation Island.”  On the river banks behind Pastor Larry and Sherry’s, 
they were encouraged to seek God’s will when tempted.  They played games, ate hot dogs and fixings, and rode paddle boats.  They had 
a sleepover at the Phoenix building.  On Saturday, they enjoyed more food, fun, fellowship, and swimming at the home of Noah and 
Carol Sluss.  On August 5th, in conjunction with Virginia Department of Health (Bike Helmet Grant), we joined thousands across the 
nation to celebrate National Night Out. This theme was “Going Away Party for Drugs and Crime in the Neighborhood.” Scott Co. 
Sheriff spoke to us about staying away from drugs and crime.  We watched as the county narcotics dog found hidden drugs.  We saw a 
skit and a puppet show. Faces were painted.  We gave away school supplies and other items. The children were fitted with bike helmets 
and then were given instructions on how to be a safer cyclist as they navigated the route laid out for them by Scott Co. Rescue Squad 
members.  Two children received Wal-Mart Gift Certificates for bicycles which were donated by the rescue squad. Each month, we are 
collecting different items for Operation Christmas Child Program.  Soon we will fill the boxes, readying them for shipment to the 
children.  We continue to offer spiritual growth classes.  Several members continue “sharing the blessings” as they prepare and deliver 
meals to area elderly and shut-ins. We are facilitating a “Good News Club” at Dungannon Intermediate School from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. each Tuesday. We are constantly reminded that “prayer changes things.” Come join us as we pray together on Sunday evenings. 
Many hours of work go into keeping God’s house open and especially now as we prepare for our homecoming. We thank God for every 
person who diligently completes this work.  Our homecoming will be September 14th at 10:00 a.m. (There will be no Sunday School 
classes). We are planning a Building Fund Yard Sale at Scott County Rescue Squad building on September 5th. Other future plans 
include: a baptism, a hayride/wiener roast, a Thanksgiving get-together, and a clean-up day for Santa Train. We hope to share God as we 
help with Blanket Appalachia, wait on the Santa Train in Dungannon, participate in the Christmas Parade, present Christmas musicals 
and programs, and with every other opportunity God puts before us. Submitted by Becky Beavers 

����

 
“CHURCH NEWS” Cont. on Page 3 
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“CHURCH NEWS” 
Moore’s Memorial: 
Pastor P.J. Johnson … God is so good.  In many of our churches we praise God when things are going our way.  It is easy to praise 
God when we are on the mountain, but in the valley, it seems almost unnecessary to even attempt to praise God. This has been both my 
and our church’s lesson over the past 2 months.  What about when our beliefs are challenged?  Do we still praise God?  What about 
when someone leaves the church?  Are we discouraged, or do we still praise God?  Everyone goes through times of stress, 
disappointment and we feel like failures.  The truth of the matter is, we are still here and God is still worthy of all our praise.  Whether in 
the valley or on the mountain, God deserves our very best.  A writer once said, “to ask God to remove us out of a trial is to ask God to 
strip you of a blessing.”  We are to persevere, stop for nothing, and encourage each other.  Each newsletter I read the columns 
submitted by the churches and I am so glad that so many are participating and encourage all the other churches to be involved to.  
However, I don’t want to take the time and space of the newsletter to paint a picture that our church is perfect and has no problems.  And 
the fact of the matter is we do.  I am sure we all do.  Through preaching the Word, leading others to Christ, baptism, ordaining deacons, 
VBS, worship, fellowship, mission outreach, Sunday school, and youth programs, we take hits.  I have noticed that those on the front 
lines (those who are actively involved in the building of the Kingdom of God) take hits and it hurts.  Sometimes it hurts so bad, it makes 
us want to quit or have the attitude, why even bother.  It gives us a good excuse to talk bad about those are against us or those whose sin 
has spread thru gossip like wildfire.  Well I am tired of all this.  I am tired of the back-biting, the gossip, and all the negative attitudes 
from other Christians, but I am not quitting. I never want anyone to think for a moment that myself or our church is perfect but we do 
belong to God, and Luke 1:37 teaches me that with God there is nothing we can't do.  We all need each other, I need you all, I need your 
prayers and love and support.  Some of us have been hurt and we have the scars to prove to it.  What are we going to do? Give up? 
Absolutely not!  Let me encourage you to read Romans 12:1, to renew your strength in Christ.  Don’t worry about anyone else, or how 
they might have hurt you.  Don’t let Satan win and just sit at the house, get up, renew your strength and let God have control of your life 
once again.  It is thru the troubles and trials that we still had a VBS and had 30 kids in attendance, praise God.  Through trials we have 
still accepted Jonathan Johnson as a deacon and will be ordaining him in September.  And through trials, we have prepared and sent out 
over sixty meals through our touching lives meal, which happens to be one of our biggest monthly meals yet.  Even through all of the 
trials we still had a church picnic at Brumley Cove and had a wonderful time of worship and fellowship.  Praise God for all of this.  You 
might ask why someone would write all of this.  I want this to encourage you that we all go through trials and don’t feel like we are 
worthy to praise God.  It's not always easy and you don’t have to pretend that everything is ok when its not.  What I want you to do is 
praise God with us.  Even when your health isn’t the best, your family is a mess or someone wont be your friend, let’s praise God 
together, He is worthy of all praise.  Maybe someone has told you that your not welcome anymore, I want to welcome you once again to 
Gods house.  Let’s praise Him together.  No matter what you’re going through, let’s praise God.  I pray that we all would get up, 
encourage each other and let’s be what God has called us to be, men and women of God.  The fields are too white and ready for the 
harvest for us to be discouraged. Let’s get out there, support each other and praise God.  I thank you all for your prayers, may God bless 
you all. – Submitted by Pastor Patrick “PJ” Johnson 
 

Nickelsville, First: 
Pastor Steve Collins … These past few weeks have been busy for us in Nickelsville. In July and August we held three separate 
baptismal services – one in the baptistry in the church; one in the swimming pool at Brumley Cove Baptist Camp; and one in Copper 
Creek. In those times of worship and celebration we baptized 6 different people. Added to this, God has blessed us with the addition of 6 
other people to our fellowship. For each of these additions to our church family we praise God. And we wait, in great anticipation, as to 
how God will use each for His glory. Well let’s see – we’ve had two church picnics (one in July and one in August); one at the pastor’s 
house and one at our Baptist Camp located at Brumley Cove. Our youth minister, Mary Beth Keith, and other youth workers took our 
youth to Brumley Cove the following week and spent the night. In addition, our GA’s (that consists of two different groups) have been 
on several outings this summer. Marsha Troutman and Sandy Collins have started an Acteen group in the church. In the first part of 
August that group spent the night at Hanging Rock Park Place where they had a cook-out and went swimming in Stony Creek. In the 
middle of August that group traveled to Natural Tunnel where they spent the day at the pool and enjoyed lunch together. A group of men 
from our church traveled to New Hampshire to assist the people of Barnstead with tree and debris removal due to a recent tornado that 
passed through that area. The church is excited about a new Sunday School class that Donna Gillenwater is starting called Apologetics 
101. That class is designed to equip high school seniors and college students with the issues they will face as they attend colleges and 
universities. We have started a new bible study entitled “When Worldviews Collide” by Dr. Ergun Caner. In this study, offered on 
Wednesday nights, we are experiencing great attendance and participation. This will be followed by a study of Revelation that will be 
taught by the pastor later this fall. The pastor is also facilitating a Church History class (HC 301) at the BSU building at UVA in Wise 
this fall. These classes are offered by the John Leland Center for Theological Training (soon to be John Leland Seminary) and are 
college credit classes. We have three people from our church taking that class. Plans are underway for our annual Community 
Celebration that we will host Sunday, September 21st at Keith Memorial Park. On that Sunday we’ll move our morning worship to the 
park where we will worship at 11:00 AM. Following the worship experience we’ll serve lunch to the entire community and anyone else 
that wants to stop by and enjoy the festivities. As usual we’ll have plenty of entertainment and activities for all age groups. Come join  

“CHURCH NEWS” Cont. on Page 4 
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“CHURCH NEWS”  
the fun as the church takes to the streets! Our messengers look forward to attending the CVBA Fall Annual Meeting to be held at 
Darthula. Plans are also underway for our Annual Trunk or Treat that we’ll host in October. We are planning to observe “Consider Your 
Call” Sunday the last of October. Last year we had nearly 50 people respond to God’s call in their lives on that particular Sunday. 
Submitted by Sandy Collins 
 

Thomas Village: 
Pastor Garry Edwards … The ladies of TVBC met for their big planning day on Saturday, July 12, for the upcoming Women’s 
Conference to be held on Saturday – 13 – 9:00 A.M – 3:00 P.M. The Guest speaker will be Doris Bowman, and the music will be 
presented by The Praise Team from Trinity Baptist Church, Jonesborough, Tn.  The theme of the conference is “God Grace – Day by 
Day – Stitch by Stitch.”   The Sewing Bees Group, attended an Appreciation Luncheon recently at the Giuseppe’s Italian Restaurant in 
Kingsport.  Those attending were: Hazel Stanley, Director – Shirley Wells, Phyllis Baker, Jean Rasnic and Wilma Jean Tomlinson.  This 
Hospice Group is with the Adventa Hospice Services – Desiree Saunders, is Volunteer/Bereavement Coordinator for the group.  The 
Senior Adults attended the Virginia Highlands Festival, at Abingdon, on Friday, August 8.  Those going on the trip were:  Hazel Stanley,  
Shirley Wells, Phyllis Baker, and Mozelle Carter.  The WMU met on Saturday, August 13.  The lesson, “Pass The Torch,”  was about  
Moldova, the poorest country in Europe. A big thanks was given, from the WMU, to the Church, for all those who gave donations to our 
“Christmas in August” to help with school supplies for Duffield Primary School and Intermediate School.   The Women’s Conference, 
Saturday, September 13 has many hands working in preparation for this big day.  A work day of cleaning and painting was planned, and 
the election of officers will be at the next WMU Meeting, October 11.  The WMU will host a baby shower for Tabitha Miller on August 
24, and a bridal shower for Natasha Roach, on September 21st.  The Annual Church picnic was on August 17, at the Natural Tunnel.  On 
August 24, there was an Ice Cream Parlor time held in the Fellowship Hall, after the p.m. service. The annual Duffield Daze Breakfast 
was held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, August 30.  Roger Edens was guest speaker in Sunday’s Worship Services on August 10, 
Pastor Edwards was on vacation.  Corinne Edwards, daughter of Yvonne and Jimmy Edwards, was among 80 bright and eager students 
who were welcomed into the Bill Gatton College of Pharmacy at ETSU Saturday, August 9, as the class of 2012 held its white coat 
ceremony.  The white coat ceremony is held before the beginning of each school year to symbolize the students’ transition into the 
professional field of pharmacy. Larry Calhoun, dean of the college, described the ceremony to the students as a “symbol that sets you on 
your way to be a pharmacist.”   For Corinne, the ceremony is just the beginning of a future full of new challenges and opportunities. Our 
prayers and best wishes go with her as she continues her journey, into the world of medicine.  Keith Roach, Director of the Shut-in 
Ministry, reported that 56 CD’s were given out and 28 visits were made from June 18 thru July 16, 2008. Submitted by Lula Baxley  
����

Weber City, First: 
Pastor Johnny Kendrick … The children and workers had a great time in VBS this year. Ninety children and forty-three workers 
were enrolled with an average attendance of 112. We have welcomed five new members - Mr. Joe Broadwater, Miss Jennifer 
Hughes, Chance Taylor, Zachary Jeter, Rachel Kilgore, Sarah Kilgore and Dallas Burton. Kingdom Builders - David Hill, Larry 
Snapp, Paul Henry, Eddie Henry, and James Lane, with New Bethel’s Coy Arnold - recently participated in a mission project at 
Red Hill Baptist Church in Pattonsville. “A Fifth Anniversary and Pastor Appreciation Celebration” service and luncheon was 
held on Sunday morning, August 3. It was a wonderful service honoring Brother Johnny for his five years of ministry and a time 
of looking back and giving praise to God for the way he has blessed our church during those five years. Approximately sixty 
youth, children and leaders participated in the “Back to School Splash” at Wetlands Water Park on August 8. Kevin Balch 
announced on August 10 that he and his family would be moving closer to his family in Alabama and that the 17th would be his 
last Sunday with us as our Minister to Youth. Even though we were sad to see them leave, we had a good time of fellowship as the 
church hosted a “Reception” for them on Sunday evening, the 17th. “Open House” was held immediately following 11 o’clock 
worship on Sunday, August 31, for everyone to visit the newly-remodeled Children’s Department. Our Minister to Children, and a 
host of volunteers, spent a lot of their summer getting the department ready for a new method of teaching. It is our prayer that the 
children will be as excited about the new learning experiences as the volunteers have been in the preparation of the department. 
The pastor will be teaching another “Last Things” class (The Chronology and Theology of Eschatology) the first quarter of the 
new Sunday School year in the sanctuary. Larry Snapp will be teaching Henry Blackaby’s “Experiencing God”  in the fellowship 
hall. Both classes will begin at 10 o’clock on Sunday morning, September 7. AWANA will kick off with a “Family Cookout” on 
Wednesday, September 3, at 6:30 between the church building and FLC, weather-permitting. If it rains the event will be moved 
inside. Rodney Baker, Scott Kilgore and Dennis Templeton have been in deacon training since last fall and are scheduled to be 
ordained on Sunday morning, September 14. Our annual “Church Picnic” is scheduled for September 14 at Natural Tunnel State 
Park, Shelter #5, from 3:00 p.m.-closing. (Reported by Christine Phillips) 
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1. Report on the work in Lower Plaquemines Parish  (Port Sulphur, La). Virginia Baptists have committed to the building of 17 
homes between October 2007 and December 2008.  In April 2008 a team from Clinch Valley Baptist Association traveled to Port 
Sulphur and assisted in the rebuild of two of those homes.  CVBA members returned to Port Sulphur in June and July. Today 4 
homes are completed and 9 others are in various stages of construction.  Volunteers are still needed to enable the goal of 17 
homes completed by the end of this year.  

2. Progress continues in the town of Big Stone Gap in the rebuilding of two homes. Construction on the first home began on 
Monday, June 9, 2008.   The home is finished and the family has moved in.  Several days later construction began on the second 
home.  That home has been dried in and teams are needed to insulate and hang sheetrock. The on-site teams has completed their 
commitment and returned to their homes.  Persons wishing to assist in this project should contact Rev. Patrick E Johnson 
(VBMB Southwest Region Disaster Relief Coordinator) at 479-2249.  Email patrickj@mounet.com         

4.    The new Virginia Baptist Mission Board feeding unit has been completed.  It is estimated the unit will be able to prepare 3,000     
       meals a day.  In June 2008 the new unit was used to prepare meals for 120 Impact Now team members in Port Sulphur, LA. 
5. A Disaster Relief Team from Nickelsville First Church responded to recent tornados in New Hampshire by traveling to that area      

and assisting the residents in tree removal. In a letter from the Office of the Selectmen, Town of Barnstead, the Chairman 
(mayor) said, “I cannot tell you how much everyone appreciated your team coming all the way from Virginia to help our 
community after the tornado and being so well prepared for this potentially dangerous and difficult work … it was an enormous 
moral booster for everyone … I came to this country (eventually) from Scotland and your church and group truly demonstrate 
the very best of the United States, with the emphasis on “united”. It gives one real confidence that in the face of adversity people 
can get together and help their neighbors on a scale that I have not seen in any of the countries in which I have lived …” 
(Gordon Preston, Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Barnstead, N.H.).   

�
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     Thanks to your generous gifts, and a new line item in our 2008 budget, our Strengthening Churches Team was able to grant 
scholarship assistance to four worthy individuals in our churches as they continue their educational pursuits. These individuals are 
members of four different churches in our district association. They are: 

1. Theresa Ann Gibson – Terri is a member at Nickelsville, First where she serves in several different capacities and is pursuing an 
Associate’s Degree in nursing from Mountain Empire Community College in Big Stone Gap. She plans to serve as a parish 
nurse. Terri received a Non-Traditional Ministry Education Scholarship. She and her husband Eddie live in the Twin Springs 
area. 

2. William Patrick Johnson – Patrick serves as pastor at Moore’s Memorial and is pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in ministry from 
the John Leland Center for Theological Training.  Patrick received a Non-Traditional Ministry Education Scholarship. Patrick, 
his wife Amanda, and their two children live outside of Nickelsville in the McConnell Hollow section. 

3. Austin Chase Mitchell –Austin is a member at Weber City, First and is pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree at Carson-Newman 
College where he is a senior. After graduation he plans to attend seminary and major in Youth Ministry and Pastoral Counseling. 
Austin received a Ministerial Aid Scholarship. Austin is the son of Roger and Lisa Mitchell of Kingsport, TN.  

4. Rachel Dawn Wolfe – Rachel is a member at Free Hill and is pursuing a Master of Divinity Degree and Master of Social Work 
Degree (double major) from the Baptist Theological Seminary in Richmond and Virginia Commonwealth University. She is the 
Interim Youth Pastor at Chamberlayne Baptist Church.  Rachel is the daughter of Carlos and Kathy Wolfe of Jonesville, VA.  

       In addition to these college and seminary scholarships our team funded two scholarships for CVBA pastors and their wives to attend 
the annual Appalachian Pastor’s / Wives & Staff Retreat that was held in Wytheville this year.  
       Again I would like to take the opportunity to thank our sister churches for their support of our CVBA budget. In addition, I would 
like to add: to my knowledge this is the first time in the history of our association that we were able to provide scholarship assistance to 
those in our churches who are pursuing higher education. My hope and prayer is that much-needed programs such as these will never fall 
by the wayside. One of the greatest mission opportunities we have in our association is to strengthen, equip, encourage, and prepare our 
emerging leaders to enter the mission field. 
       In our 2007-2008 year our team was allotted $1,000.00 (one thousand dollars) in the amount of funding we had to work with in the 
area of scholarship assistance. As you might imagine, that amount could never go far, especially when it is being distributed between 4 
college and seminary students. This is an area I hope we can increase drastically in our upcoming budget. Also, I would also like to see us 
roll over any funding that is not annually depleted into an interest bearing account that is set aside for future scholarship assistance.  
       With this in mind, I want to encourage you to be supportive of the financial requests of each Ministry Team in our association. It is 
only as we invest in others that we will experience the principle of Kingdom multiplication. In addition, I would like to encourage each of 
our sister churches to provide at least one person to serve on the Strengthening Churches Team. Thanks for your help in this important 
matter. If you have any thoughts concerning these matters please share them with me. (Steve J. Collins, Strengthening Churches Team)�
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 Many of our churches consider leadership in the Kingdom to be reserved for those involved in vocational ministry. In such churches 
the opportunity to engage in ministry is limited to those who have heard a clear call from God and responded by publicly dedicating 
themselves to the proclamation of God’s Word. As best, this limits God’s call to a select few who have undergone years of intensive 
theological training and are now serving in local congregations.  However, when we read our Bibles we are introduced to an entirely 
different concept of a call to ministry.   
       In the Old Testament we see God extending His call to His people without regard to their social, economic, or educational 
background. For instance, God extended His call to Isaiah, a man who was well-educated and apparently highly refined. His ministry was 
universal in nature and extended from common folk to those in high political positions. But we also see God’s call extended to prophets 
like Amos who was a farmer when he heard and responded to the call of God. Those men were completely different in every part of life, 
yet they had some common denominators – their love of God and His call upon their lives.       
       In the New Testament we see the same working of God’s Spirit as we are introduced to men like Peter who was a simple uneducated 
fisherman, that is, before he heard and responded to the call of God in his life. Then we are introduced to men like Saul of Tarsus who 
was extremely well-educated but lost and separated from God, until he experienced God’s gift of grace and life and heard the call of God 
in his life. Again, two men from opposite ends of the continuum, yet two men who loved God and heard His call in their lives.  
 Have you heard the call of God in your life? Perhaps a better question to consider is: Will you have an opportunity to respond to His 
call that you have already heard? Looking back, as a young convert to Christianity, I can well remember the first time I heard God’s voice 
calling me.  I can also remember the excitement and satisfaction I experienced as I responded to that call. What am I saying? Well it’s 
simple – I was given an opportunity to respond to God’s call in my life. Will you have a similar opportunity? You can and will but it will 
only happen if your church provides an opportunity for you to respond. 
 On Sunday, October 26th, many churches in Virginia will be observing “Consider Your Call” Sunday. While every Sunday should be 
a time for God’s people to be challenged to hear His call, our churches are encouraged to set aside this particular Sunday to encourage 
their people to respond to the call of God in their lives. 
 If you would like to participate in “Consider Your Call” Sunday materials are now in the process of being mailed to all the BGAV 
churches. These materials are also readily available by contacting Ken Dibble of the Emerging Leaders Team at the Virginia Baptist 
Mission Board. His number is 1-800-255-2428 (ext. 2255) or by e-mail at ken.dibble@vbmb.org . Or, you can contact Steve Collins of 
the Strengthening Churches Team at 276-479-3222 or by e-mail at fbcnick@mounet.com . 
 If you want to see the life of your congregation transformed I would encourage you to participate in a “Consider Your Call” 
emphasis. Materials and personnel from the Mission Board are always available to assist you. In addition, the materials are both dated and 
undated to adapt to the schedule of your church. (Steve J. Collins, Strengthening Churches Team) 
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The Southwest Virginia Christian Leadership is offe ring the following training opportunities : 
·  September 16 -- NETWORK ADVISORY COMMITTEE (Bonsack Baptist Church, Roanoke) 
·  September 22-23 -- LEADING THE SMALLER CHURCH: Understanding the Dynamics of Ministry in the Smaller 

Church. Featuring Bill Barker. (Locations in Roanoke area and Martinsville are TBA)  
·  October 3-4 -- BI-VOCATIONAL CELEBRATION Pigeon Forge, TN  
·  October 8-10 – CATALYST LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (Atlanta, GA)  
·  October 4 -- BEST INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY TRAINING Certification training in Advancing Youth 

Development (AYD). For youth ministers and youth volunteer leaders. (Bonsack Baptist Church, Roanoke)  
·  October 28 -- PRACTICING GREATNESS Featuring Reggie McNeal (Location TBA)  
·  November 3-4 -- PREACH IT! TEACH IT! Winter Bible Study preview. (Locations TBA)  
·  November 8 -- BEST INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY TRAINING Certification training in Advancing Youth 

Development (AYD). For youth ministers and youth volunteer leaders. (Bonsack Baptist Church, Roanoke) 
For more information concerning these opportunities please contact Gary Chapman at: 540-777-3014 or        866-223-9344 (toll-
free) or e-mail him at: gary.chapman@vbmb.org or if you would like you can visit their website at: 
www.vachristianleadership.net/ 

 
We are much in need of new 911 addresses of those receiving the newsletter in the counties of Lee, Russell, and Wise. If you wish to continue receiving this publication, please 

pass your updated address on to us! If not, there is a good chance that you will not continue to receive a copy of your CVBA newsletter. All updated information needs to be e-
mailed to: secfbc@mounet.com or fbcnick@mounet.com or you can send your updated information to: First Baptist Church, 11606 Nickelsville Hwy., Nickelsville, VA 24271. 
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1. What is the Alma Hunt Emphasis for Virginia Miss ions? 
 The Alma Hunt Emphasis for Virginia Missions is a year-round expression of the mission spirit of Virginia Baptists. 
2. Why is it called the Alma Hunt Offering for Virg inia Missions? 

Alma Hunt was a Virginia born, world renowned Baptist leader, having served 26 years as WMU National Executive 
Director and after retirement as a national and international missions advocate. Until her death at age 98, her sacrificial 
service was an example for all Virginia Baptists to emulate. Thus, the State Missions Offering of Virginia was named in her 
honor in 1998. 

3.  When is the Alma Hunt Emphasis observed? 
September is the prime awareness month and season of prayer. However, churches may emphasize missional learning, 
involvement, and giving opportunities available through the Alma Hunt missions initiatives whenever they choose. 

4. What is this year’s theme and scripture? 
The theme for 2008 is ��
6��7��#��8���1�9�  
The scripture is Romans 12:1-2  Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around life—and place it before God as an offering…Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. 
(The Message)    

5. What does the Alma Hunt Offering fund beyond my regular giving? 
The Alma Hunt Offering for Virginia Missions makes possible special ministries, outreach projects, and initiatives 
that are not funded through regular streams of giving but are uniquely connected to Virginia Baptists. These ministry 
allocations are determined annually for publication. 

6. Who decides which ministries will be funded? 
Since 1976 this offering has been a joint venture between Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia (WMUV) and the Baptist 
General Association of Virginia (BGAV) with the development of an annual goal and allocation of funds under the direction 
of a Virginia Missions Committee. This committee is composed of equal representation from the WMUV Trustee Board and 
the BGAV Executive Board as appointed and elected.               (Information taken from the WMU website) 

	����1��$������	��
���
���
��(����������������	����1��$������	��
���
���
��(����������������	����1��$������	��
���
���
��(����������������	����1��$������	��
���
���
��(�����������������
��
�
� �
��
�
��
��
�
��
��
�
���
��
���:��
��
���:��
��
���:��
��
���:� ���



 8 

The Churches of the Clinch Valley Baptist Association 
Community Fellowship Baptist Church 
Pastor Rev. John Sheppard (276) 386-6024 

cfbc@cfbcgatecity.org 
Cowans Branch Baptist Church 

Pastor –Rev.  Mike Sampson  (276) 386-6791 
cbmbc@mounet.com 

Daniel Boone Baptist Church 
Pastor Rev. R. D. Stallard (276) 452-4368 

melindap@mounet.com 
Darthula Baptist Church 

Pastor Rev. Layton Bentley (276) 386-9280 
laytonbentley@yahoo.com 

Dungannon, First Baptist Church 
Rev. Larry Beavers (276) 467-2140 

salt_lit@mounet.com 
Free Hill Baptist Church 

Rev. Carlos Wolfe  (276) 479-1489 
carloswolfe@yahoo.com 

Gate City, First Baptist Church 
VACANT  (276) 386-3281 
secretary@fbcgatecity.org 

Heritage Baptist Church 
Pastor - Rev. Larry Browder (276) 386-2403 

Browder1726@embarqmail.com 
Hilton Baptist Church  

Pastor Rev. Randy Cleek (276) 386-2834 
Donna_L_Cleek@wellmont.org 

Marble Point Baptist Church 
Interim Pastor Rev. J. W. Bowen (276) 386-2267 

arc@mounet.com 

 Moore’s Memorial Baptist Church 
Pastor – Rev. Patrick (PJ) Johnson 

pjandamanda@mounet.com  
New Bethel Baptist Church 

Pastor Rev. Larry Spivey (276) 386-9328 
No e-mail address available  

Nickelsville, First Baptist Church 
Pastor Rev. Steve Collins (276) 479-3222 

fbcnick@mounet.com 
Rivermont Baptist Church 

Pastor Rev. Jim Price (276) 591-5257 
wwwfarm@mounet.com 

Thomas Village Baptist Church 
Pastor Rev. Garry Edwards (276) 431-4101 

tvbc@mounet.com 
Weber City, First Baptist Church 

Pastor Rev. Johnny Kendrick(276) 386-7247 
pastor@fbcwebercity.org 
Zion Baptist Church 

Pastor Rev.  Winston Hall (423) 272-2050 
winston@winstonhall.com  

  
Director of Missions – Tommy Holtzclaw (423)  967-9660 

tommysandra@charter.net  
 

Treasurer – Jim Johnston 
johnston@mounet.com  

 
Moderator – Jerry S. Hall  

 
Vice-Moderator – Danny Ward  

dward@mounet.com 
 

 

 

Clinch Valley Baptist Association 
P. O. Box 566 
Gate City, VA 24251 
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MOVING OR NEW 911 ADDRESSES? 
PLEASE share your new addresses with us 
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A lot of work has gone into updating our mailing list for the CVBA newsletter. And for the larger part the Scott 

County addresses have been updated. We are much in need of new 911 addresses of those receiving the newsletter 
in the counties of Lee, Russell, and Wise. If you wish to continue receiving this publication, please pass your updated 
address on to us! If not, there is a good chance that you will not continue to receive a copy of your CVBA newsletter.  

All updated information needs to be e-mailed to: secfbc@mounet.com or fbcnick@mounet.com or you can send 
your updated information to: First Baptist Church, 11606 Nickelsville Hwy., Nickelsville, VA 24271. 

Thanks for your help and cooperation in this important matter.   
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 The Strengthening Churches Team of the CVBA is pleased to announce the inclusion of a new education/ 
scholarship fund for the benefit of our churches. At the Executive Team meeting held on Tuesday, March 11th we 
voted to adopt this new line item in our 2008 budget.  
 The breakdown of the 2008 CVBA Budget for the remainder of the calendar year concerning the Strengthening 
Churches Team looks like this:  
  

** STRENGTHENING CHURCHES TEAM ** 
07 Conferences, Conventions             800.00 
08 SW Leadership Conference                 300.00 
09 Applachian Regional Committee            200.00 
10 Applachian Pastor / Staff Retreat           200.00 
11 Added funding for Educational Scholarships    1,000.00 
Total Strengthening Churches                    2,500.00 

 The purpose of this scholarship fund is to assist those within our churches who wish to enhance their leadership 
skills that include, but are not limited to, the following areas of ministry: 

1. Continuing Education for Pastors / Leaders – funding for this category would assist pastors and other key 
leaders in our churches by providing continuing education scholarships for formal ministerial training. Funding 
would be dispersed in the form of college, seminary, and continuing education scholarships. Those interested 
in obtaining assistance would provide needed information through formal requests to the Strengthening 
Churches Team.   

2. Vacation Bible School Training / Assistance – funding for this category would assist our churches annually by 
hosting an associational VBS Clinic. In addition, this would also provide funding for VBS leaders from our 
association and churches to attend national VBS training seminars such as those held by LifeWay at 
Ridgecrest Training Center in North Carolina. Smaller churches within the association could also request 
partnership funding to help defray the cost of VBS.  

3. Pastors / Wives Conference Scholarship Fund – funding for this category would be used to provide 
scholarships for pastors and wives to attend local, regional, and national conferences. Examples would be the 
annual Appalachian Ministers / Staff Retreat, regional & statewide Ministers / Wives retreats, and local 
conferences. 

Scholarship forms are readily available and can be requested by sending an e-mail to Steve Collins at 
fbcnick@mounet.com or by contacting Nickelsville, First Church at 276-479-3222.  

In addition, it is our hope and prayer that any unused funding budgeted for the Strengthening Churches Team can 
be set aside in an interest bearing scholarship fund that would provide training opportunities for the people in our 
churches till the return of our Lord. Of course this would need the approval of the messengers from our churches at 
the Annual Meeting in October.  
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�
CVBA Missions Statement 

“The Mission of the CVBA is to assist and equip our churches in understanding and accomplishing the work of God’s Kingdom.” 
 

CVBA Vision Statement 
“Our Vision is to see our Churches unified in fulfilling the Great Commissions in a spirit of love.” 
 


