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FOR NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

Nehemiah Chapter 4

In His book,Facing Your Giantspastor and author Max Lucado shares the
following story: | discovered the importance of hiea counsel in a half-lronman
triathlon. After the 1.2 mile swim and the 56 mbée ride, | didn't have much
energy left for the 13.1 mile run. Neither did flelow jogging next to me. | asked
him how he was doing and soon regretted posingtlestion.

“This stinks. The race is the dumbest decidiva ever made.” He had more
complaints than a taxpayer at the IRS. My respoogem? “Goodbye.” | know if |
listened too long I'd start agreeing with him.

| caught up with a 66-year-old grandmotherr e was just the opposite.
You'll finish this,” she encouraged. “It's hot, bat least it's not raining. One step at
atime ... don't forget to hydrate ... stay in therer&n next to her until my heart was
lifted and my legs were aching. | finally had towldown. “No problem.” She waved
and kept gOingMax Lucado, Facing Your Giants, W Publishing Gro2006)

Most of us can relate to the experience desdrby Lucado, can we not? In fact,
there’s thing most of us discovered very earlyife: We don't have to search for
discouragement; it surrounds us, especially inlibwel’s work. Satan is extremely
crafty and very gifted in his techniques of disamement.

Nehemiah and the people leading the rebuildoig Jerusalem, after the
Babylonian captivity, also faced stiff oppositiomdaa lot of discouragement. As they
labored to rebuild the wall around the beloved chgir enemies reacted in the
following way, “When Sanballat heard that we wesbuilding the wall, he became
angry and was greatly incensdde ridiculedthe Jews, and in the presence of his
associates and the army of Samaria, he said, “afieahose feeble Jews doing? Will
they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifi@egVill they finish in a day? Can they
bring the stones back to life from those heapsibble — burned as they are?After
this Sanballat's old buddy Tobiah, who was everhiat side, chimed in saying
“...What they are building — if a fox even climbed ap it, he would break down
their wall of stones!” (Neh. 4:1-3, NIV, italicsine).

In addition tothe stinging verbal assaultsuch as those from Sanballat and
Tobiah, Nehemiah and the workers faced the conagat ofphysical attackrom
the Arabians, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodite K&ete 4:7-9). But they also faced
arising discouragemeritom within their own ranks. The people of Judafds“The
strength of the laborers is giving out, and theresa much rubble that we cannot
rebuild the wall” (v.10.)

Thank God, the rest is history! We've read shary! Nehemiah and the people
went on to finish the wall around Jerusalem ang #xecomplished the work in 52
days, a feat that even the enemies of Israel haaftttdute to the hand of God
Himself. Imagine that, the walls had lay in ruirts fiearly one hundred and fifty
years and they were rebuilt in less than two months

Now there’s no use in me asking if you fackcrile, the threat of physical attack,
and discouragement? Unfortunately these are the amistants a good number of
church leaders experience.

With this in mind, let me give you a bit of dip counsel that might best be
described as “good old fashioned horse sense.” fndself an encourager — he may
be a Nehemiah or a Tommy Holtzclaw, who is onehefmost encouraging people
I've ever met. Then again, that encourager may telh 66-year-old-grandmother
that's able to endure a triathlon and offer encgenaent each step of the way. Either

way you’'ll be a winner. God bless!



The "Annie" of the Offering
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$ 5 Study book used in literacy missions

$ 1 0 “Bible in a Bucket” — delivered to Native Alaskan
homes in the Arctic

$ 25 Sports Bibles for distribution to collegiate athletes

$ 50 Refreshments for a children’s evangelistic
outreach event

$ 1 OO Newspaper ad for a new church plant

Signs advertising location and worship times for a
$ 250 new church start
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$SOO Materials and supplies for a new church plant to hold
its first Vacation Bible School

Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering ® (AAEO) Fast Facts

The reason we give to AAEO:

To help our missionary force reach for Christ an
estimated 251 million lost people in the United States
and Canada; that's three of four people.

AAEO national goal for 2009:
$65 million

Amount given to AAEO in 2007:
Year-end figures totalled $59.3 million

Amount of AAEO used to support missionaries and
their work:
100%

Number of NAMB missionaries:

More than 5,500. Generally, a third of the number
represents career missionaries, a third are short-term
funded missionaries, and a third are Mission Service
Corps missionaries.

Total 2007 NAMB budget:
$124,000,000

Training Opportunities for Our Churches

Southwest Evangelism / Leadership Conference —

On Monday, April 27" Green Valley Baptist Church in
Lebanon, VA will host an evangelism / leadership
conference. The conference theme is “Evangelism in My
Word.” The keynote speaker will be Dr. Ken Hemphill
who is a national strategist for Empowering Kingdom
Growth. The conference begins at 4:30 PM and will host
eleven different breakout sessions. Dinner will be served
at 6:00 PM and the evening worship will be at 6:45 PM.
For more information contact Gary Chapman at 866-
223-9344 (toll free) or gary.chapman@vbmb.org

Sunday School Training — Thomas Village Church
will host a Sunday School Conference on Saturday, May
2" Arden Taylor and the staff from Tri-Cities Baptist
Church will lead the event. This will start at 8:30 AM and
conclude at 2:00 PM. Lunch will be provided. Please
contact Brother Bill Kendrick, Interim Pastor, at the
church office 276-431- 4101 for more information. In
addition, please let the church know the number of
people attending from our churches so the folks at
Thomas Village will know how many to prepare for.

Disaster Relief Training — Are you interested in
becoming a Disaster Relief Volunteer? If so, the VBMB
is offering disaster relief training in the areas of feeding,
recovery, and temporary child care. The closest training
event will be Saturday, May 2" at Glade Spring Baptist
Church in Lebanon Association. The cost is $15 per
person. Contact Jeanette Hildebrand at the Mission
Board to register for the event at 1-800-255-2428.

Ministry & Missions Opportunities

Pastor, Rivermont Baptist Church is seeking a pastor.
Please send resumes to: Rivermont Baptist Church,
10400 Manville Road, Gate City, VA 24251. For
additional information call: 276-452-4701.

Missions, Belize Mission Trip — June 6" — 14™ in
partnership with Body and Soul Ministries to help
construct a church in Central America. The estimated
construction cost is $18,000.00. The individual cost
would be as follows: Plane Fare: $700.00 - $1,000.00
Food, Lodging & Transportation - $300.00. Require-
ments for the trip would be: a valid passport, health
check-up, necessary vaccinations, completed volun-teer
mission trip forms, International Mission Board
insurance, & attendance at team planning meetings.
Contact Persons — Rev. Larry Browder — 423-335-4960;
Rev. Layton Bentley — 423-361-1008; Dr. Tommy
Holtzclaw — 423-967-9660 (DOM, CVBA) Monetary
donations may be tax deductible and can be mailed to:
Heritage Baptist Church, 5102 Bristol Hwy., Suite 101,
Gate City, VA 24251.

Clinch Valley Kingdom Builders, In the spring of
2009 churches from the CVBA will be engaging in
missions work throughout the county. This work will
involve home repairs and hopefully will include
representation from all churches making up the CVBA. If
you are aware of someone in need please contact Pat
Johnson at 276-479-2249 or patrickj@mounet.com

Upcoming On Missions Celebration - Our
association of churches is planning to host an “On




Contact Information & Upcoming Events

Director of Missions

Dr. Tommy Holtzclaw
423-967-9660, rtholtzclaw@gmail.com

Moderator
Jerry S. Hall

Moderator-Elect
Danny Ward, dward@mounet.com

Clerk
Sue Arnoldgregandsue@mounet.com
Assistant Clerk- Anita Greer

Treasurer
Jim Johnston, johnston@mounet.com
Assistant TreasurerPam Jenkins

Trustees
Larry Culbertson 276-479-2957
Paul Henry 276-386-7637
M.A. Lunsford 276-386-3515

Ministry Team Leaders
Unity Team

Danny Ward, 276-386-3369, dward@mounet.con

Missions Team

Patrick Johnson, 276-479-2249, patricki@mounet.c

Strengthening Churches Team

Steve J. Collins 276-479-3222, fbcnick@mounet.cdm

WMU NEWS — The WMU Spring Meeting for Powell River
Association is scheduled for Thursday, March 19™. The
meeting begins at 10:00 AM and concludes with a covered
dish lunch at 12:00 Noon. It will be held at the
Associational building outside of Jonesville. Special
speaker will be Becky McKinney, former WMUV President.
Everyone is invited. If you plan to attend contact our
Associational WMU President Kathy Wolfe at 276-445-
5413 or carloswolfe@yahoo.com

CVBA SPRING ASSOCIATIONAL MEETING — The
Spring Meeting of the CVBA will be held at Heritage Baptist
Church, Hiltons VA on Saturday, April 18™ at 7:00 PM.
Make plans to attend.

Impact Virginia — is a one week construction mission
opportunity for teenagers. The projects will have between
250 and 300 participants and will focus on home repair and
renovation. Morning and evening worship celebrations will
help begin and end the day of work with the right spirit and
mind. The cost is $250.00 per person. Dates and locations
are as follows:
. June 215 — 27™: Wise, VA, Wise Association
June 28™ — July 4™ Bluefield, VA, East River
Association and Bluefield College

July 12" 18™  Abingdon, VA, Lebanon
Association
July 19" — 25™ Easter Shore, Accomack -

Northhampton Association.
For more information contact Jeannette Hilderbrand at 800-
255-2428, extension 7260 or e-mail her at
jeannette.hilderbrand@vbmb.org

Clinch Valley Baptist Association
P. O. Box 566
Gate City, VA 24251

MOVING OR NEW 911 ADDRESSES?

PLEASE share your new addresses with us
Loy o
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